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December 5, 2017   

Present: Dodi Thompson, Jeff Rackliff, 
Chris Smith   

1) Reviewed and dispersed the mail. 

2) Reviewed and signed Warrant #23.  
($91, 007.00) 

3) The selectmen discussed the issue of 
the small office being too cold with the 
new heating system in place.  The 
selectmen are going to explore the idea 
of putting ceiling fans into the large 
area, along with possibly adding 
another heat source into the smaller 
office space. The need for more 
electrical outlets was also brought up. 
Selectmen will discuss these options 

with the Town House Committee in 
the new year.  

4) The selectmen agreed to research other 
insurance companies to see if there are 
better coverage rates for the Town 
properties.   Kyes Insurance is our 
current policy holder. 

5) Meeting Adjourned.  

December 12, 2017 ï Meeting was 
cancelled due to bad roads. 

December 19, 2017 ï No minutes are 
available 

December 26, 2017  - No meeting was 
held 
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 January 2, 2018   

Present:  Dodi Thompson, Jeff Rackliff, 
Chris Smith, John Archard, Marti Gross, 
Steve Young   

1) Reviewed and dispersed mail.   

2) Reviewed and signed Warrant #25-to 
wrap up 2017 expenses. ($61,166.49) 

3) Reviewed and signed Warrant #1-2018  
($25,639.03)   

4) Upon arriving for the meeting, it was 
discovered that the heating system at the 
Town House had run out of fuel. We 
proceeded to have a brief meeting in the 
cold! (Note: Chris contacted Downeast 
Energy the next morning.  Downeast 
came out, filled the tanks, and restarted 
the heater. Thank you to Millie 
Whittier of the Town House 
Committee for meeting them. The 
Town House will be put on a more 
frequent fuel delivery schedule.)   

5) The selectmen discussed property 
abatements with a resident of the town 
of Vienna.   

6) Discussed the upcoming Planning 
Board ñPublic Hearingò. 

January 9, 2018 

Present: Dodi Thompson, Jeff Rackliff, 
Steve Young, Annie Tibbetts, Ernestine 
Emery 

1) Reviewed and dispersed mail. 

2) Read and accepted minutes from the 
previous selectmen meeting. 

3) The selectmen signed the acceptance 
papers for the 2016 Audit draft from 
Stephen Hopkins. 

4) The selectmen had general discussion 
about the 2018 town budget and 
preparations for the 2017 Town Report. 

5) Ernestine Emery, Cemetery Sexton, 
turned in a lot conveyance.  The deed 
was signed, notarized, and copies were 
made. 

 
January 16, 2018 

Present: Dodi Thompson, Jeff Rackliff, 
Chris Smith, Marti Gross, John Archard 

1) Reviewed and dispersed mail. 

2) Read and accepted minutes from the 
previous selectmen meeting. 

3) Reviewed and signed Warrant #2 
($7,861.94) 

4) The selectmen discussed Planning 
Board ñPublic Hearingò with John 
Archard.  John thought the advertising 
notice should have had more 
information and detail about what was 
to be discussed or proposedðinvolving 
set backs and shore land zoning.  The 
meeting is Wednesday, January 17th at 
7:00pm. 

5) The selectmen discussed the Ordinance 
Review Committee and the fact that is 
currently dormant. 

6) The selectmen will be following up with 
the Code Enforcement Officer on a 
ñjunk situationò and also on a required 
replanting in a shore land zone area. 

7) The selectmen reviewed the Bank 
Reconciliation report. 

8) The selectmen worked on the Warrant 
Articles for the 2018 budget to be voted 
on at town meetingðMarch 10th. 

 

 

Did you 

knowé 

 
Carrie (Wills) Stevens 

(1882-1970), a world-

renowned fly-tier who 

created the Gray 

Ghost streamer fly, 

was a resident of 

Vienna.  
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Selectmenõs Minutes Continued 

January 23, 2018 
Meeting was postponed because of icy roads. Re-
scheduled for January 24. 
 
 
 

January 24,2018  
 
Present: Dodi Thompson, Chris Smith 
  
Selectmen worked on the Warrant Articles for 
Town Meeting. 

News from the Town Clerk  

Annie Tibbetts: 207-293-2915 
Email: ClerkTax@Viennamaine.org 
346 Townhouse Road, Vienna, Maine 

 
Hours: 
 Tuesday/Thursday: 5:00pm-7:00pm 
 Wednesday: 9:00am-12:00pm and 12:30pm-    
 5:00pm 
 Last Saturday of the month: 9:00am-12:00pm 
  
  

 
 
 
 

Notes from the Town Clerk 
 

* The municipal election is on Friday, March 9th 
from 4pm-8pm in the Vienna Community Room. 

* Town Meeting is Saturday, March 10th at 9:00am 
in the Vienna Community Room. 

* On the ballot, we are voting for: 
* 3rd Selectmenð3 Year Term 
* Tax Collectorð3 Year Term 
* Town Clerkð3 Year Term 
* Treasurerð3 Year Term 
* Road Commissionerð3 Year Term 

 
Need an absentee ballot?  Call Helen Wilkey: 
293-2351 

 

Editors Notes 

Send us your photos of 
Vienna! 

If you have beautiful photographs of 
Vienna, Maine that you would like 
to share in the Vienna Record, please 
email them to:  
kachurch2@gmail.com 
 
*Please note that not all submitted 
photographs will be used.  Inclusion will 
depend on what fits in with content. 

Email articles to me at: viennanews1802@gmail.com 
Or mail to: P.O.Box 147, Vienna, ME 04360 

Advertisements or Personal Announcements 
Fee Per Issue 

1/8 Page $8.00/issue or $45.00/year 
1/4 Page $14.00/issue or $45.00/year 
1/2 Page $26.00/issue or $150.00/year 
Full Page $50.00/issue or $290.00/year 
Make checks payable to the ñTown of Viennaò 

Deadline 
Please submit all items or articles for the October/November issue of 

the Vienna Record by March 26, 2018.   

Format 
Submit all items online as a word document (.doc) or as a .jpg.  

Please no .pdf or other formats. 

We want to hear from you! 
Do you have an idea for a story you 
would like added to a future edition 
of the Vienna Record?  Let us know!  
Send your ideas to: 
kachurch2@gmail.com 

mailto:kachurch2@gmail.com
mailto:kachurch2@gmail.com
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           Vienna Historical Society  

Presents  

PuzzlePalooza  

              
 

For your cabin fever reliever, we have lots of puzzles for you to 
work.  We have 300 piece to 1,000 piece puzzles including large 
pieces, small pieces, and missing pieces!  So, if you love puzzles, 
please join us.  And if you hate puzzles, but love to visit with 
friends and eat lots of goodies this is the place for you!  This is a 
two-day event, so you can join us for either or both days.  Every-
one is welcome and will be fed wellñcoffee and sweets for open-
ers, then a Subway Sandwich lunch. 
 

Saturday, February 17  

and  

Sunday, February 18  

10:00 am to 4:00 pm  
(Storm Date Saturday, February 24  

and Sunday, February 25)  

 

Mill Stream Grange ñVienna  
NO CHARGE 
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ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǝƳŜ ǘƻ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ нлмо ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΦ 

 
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нлмо ŜŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƛŦ ǎƻΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦ  LŦ ƴƻǘ όƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜύΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘ 
±ŜǊƴƻƴ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŜƴƴŀ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǇǊƛƴǘ мΣллл ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ 
ōƻǘƘ ǘƻǿƴǎΦ 
 
IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΥ 
bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
¢ȅǇŜ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ όōǊƛŜƅȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƭƭΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ȅƻǳ Řƻύ 
IƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ όƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘύ 
bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǿƴŜǊ 
!ŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ όƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜύ ƻŦ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 

 
/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ {ŀƴŘȅ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ нфо-нрун ƻǊ ǎŎǿǊƛƎƘǘϪŦŀƛǊǇƻƛƴǘΦƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ 
ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΦ 

 

Mount Vernon Community Partnership 
Corporation, Inc.  

mailto:scwright@fairpoint.net
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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Vienna 
Planning Board held November 22, 2017 

The meeting convened at the Town House at 7:00 PM; 
members present were Waine Whittier, Ed Lawless, Alan 
Williams, Creston Gaither, and Tim Bickford. Minutes 
of the Oct. 25 meeting were read and accepted. 

¶ Creston noted that the property shown on Tax Map 
10 as Lot 42 and described as the ñMooreò property 
in Septemberôs minutes is in fact now owned by 
Beverly and Bryan Harpine. Creston amended the 
permit the Board approved for this lot in September 
at the time of its finalization. 

¶ Possible ordinance changes were discussed. 

¶ Waine noted that M.R.S.A. Title 38 § 439-A as 
shown on page 169 of the Land Use Pamphlets 
recites the prospective change to the Shoreland 
Zoning Ordinance (SZO) regarding the expansion of 
non-conforming uses. As it uses footprint and not 
volume as its criterion it appears to make the rules a 
bit more lenient. It was agreed to submit this change 
to the selectmen for adoption at the March Town 
Meeting. 

¶ Existing setback requirements in the Subdivision 
and Shoreland Zoning Ordinances were reviewed 
and discussed. Alan suggested that the SZO language 
be made a part of the Subdivision Ordinance as 
surveyed right-of-way lines are normally required for 
subdivision approval. 

¶ The Board agreed that a public hearing should be 
held regarding these changes. The Board also agreed 
to cancel its December meeting and to hold the 
public hearing at its January meeting which was re-
scheduled for January 17. Creston will advertise 
these dates. 

¶ 3 recent permits were briefly reviewed.  

The Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.                       

 

   Creston Gaither, secretary      
  
 

Vienna Ordinance Review Committee 
 

October 19, 2017 
 

The Ordinance Review Committee (VORC) 
met Thursday, October 19th at the Town House at 6:30 
pm.  

Present were Jim Anderberg and Susan Burns, VORC; 
Dodi Thompson, 1st Selectman; Waine Whittier, 
Planning Board Chairman 

¶ The first discussion item was the VOR Committee 
makeup, size and tasks. Those present agreed to the 
expansion of the Committee from three members 
(one seat is currently vacant) to five and the 
inclusion of a Planning Board member as one of the 
three new appointees. The Selectmen will appoint 
the new members. Meetings  of the Committee will 
resume after the appointments have been made and 
a need for ordinance work has been determined. 

¶ The second discussion item pertained to Planning 
Board ordinance work. Waine indicated the 
Planning Board is considering proposed 
amendments to Vienna's Shoreland Zoning 
Ordinance in line with the Maine State Shoreline 
Zoning Guidelines. 

¶ The last item involved a general discussion of the 
referendum and laws pertaining to marijuana. The 
State has yet to address the law, which may occur 
either later this year or in 2018. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. 
 

Submitted by: Susan Burns 

                                                       

Ordinance Review Committee News 
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HEY, ABOUT THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC, MANY OF YOU NEED TO LISTEN UP TO HELP YOURSELVES, YOUR 
FAMILY AND THE REST OF THECOMMUNITY MORE RIGHT NOW!  

HEREôS HOW! 
 

Dan Onion, MD, MPH 
Mt. Vernon/Vienna Health Officer 

293-2076; dkonion@gmail.com 
February, 2018 

 
People, people, people, many of you I meet are not listening, and are giving up about surviving the influenza epidemic we are 
in the midst of right now. Thatôs crazy; please don't!  Weôve got several kinds of arrows in our quiver to help us and ours 
survive if we are smart enough to use multiple strategies at once, as we do with other complicated challenges. Listen up! Hereôs 
how. 
 
Please start by going back and reading my piece last November, 2017 in the town newsletter, Medical Probabilities Exemplified in 
Influenza and Car Crashes. Go back and read those details; they are important. I explain the presence and impact of probabilities 
of influenza vaccine on the spread and effect of a ñflu1ò epidemic in our community. It never is all or nothing!  I hate the way 
the media emphasize one artificial number, ñthe effectivenessò of the vaccine. I am not even sure how they compound that one 
number, but it ainôt the whole story and it sure seems to encourage people to give up. The number they are disseminating now 
is "30% effective". That should mean that of 100 people, who are exposed to the flu by breathing the viruses into their nose 
and lungs, 70 will get the flu while 30 wonôt. But those arenôt bad odds to start with. We take what we can get and then go 
from there. So if you got a flu shot, you are right now that far ahead of your neighbor who didnôt. What they donôt tell you 
clearly enough, is that of the 70 who get the flu, those who have had a flu shot, nearly all have a better time of it with less 
severe illness, fewer complications, and not being so sick they are hospitalized or die. Yea, influenza can be a fatal disease and is 
proving itself to be right now in Maine! Listen up! 
 
Yesterday I talked about influenza with 3 people. One, a 70s year old friend and carpenter, told me he never got flu shots, 
didnôt believe in them, and wasnôt getting one despite having had severe pneumonia last year in that milder flu epidemic even 
though he still had left over lung damage and shortness of breath from it. He, of all people, needs a leg up on this year; I 
begged him to get the shot. Then there was a young woman grocery clerk with a clearly sputum-producing cough, repeatedly 
turning to cough away from her customers. Now it could be she just had bronchitis from being a smoker, but that would be 
unusual at her age and in the midst of a flu epidemic. I bet she had an early influenza infection and will get sicker. Coughing in 
the other direction simply spread the virus more widely; she should be taught how to effectively cover her mouth with her 
elbow and/or wear an effective mask, or go home until better. Her employer has a responsibility to have effective education to 
make this happen. Unfortunately the Maine Center for Disease Control (CDC), which tries to do that education, has been 
budget cut to the bone; and the US congress let the national CDC shut down over the budget fight. So we may be on our own, 
guys. The 3rd example was a mother of a 1-year old who didnôt ñbelieve inò flu shots for her kid. My God folks, this isnôt a belief 
issue; itôs the science that got us to the moon, dropped mortality rates in this country so most of us get to see age 75 now, and 
redesigned cars and roads so motor vehicle deaths have plummeted over the last 50 years! 
 
First youôve got to understand and recognize two things:  
¶ What influenza is and what it is not. It is not simply a cold with sore throat and temperature under 100 degrees and the 

person still able to function. Nor is it predominantly nausea, vomiting and diarrhea from gut germs, and which we also call 
ñfluò. Rather, it is a specific viral infection of the lung itself, caused by several related influenza viruses which 
characteristically change their protein coats as they rip through the population each year. That way people, who have 
previously been infected, have less resistance because the blue coat antibody (antibodies are the swords our blood cell 
soldiers use) their body produced by infection with the blue coats last year donôt work as well against the red and purple 
coats the little devils have switched to. Still, they do work some in slowing down the severity of the resulting illness.  

 
 
1 I use the word flu and influenza interchangeably in this article but "flu" also has at least several other meanings to us including 
a bad cold and gastrointestinal upset, mentioned but not what I am talking about here.  

mailto:dkonion@gmail.com
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¶ The vaccine actually immunizes against 4 different types of influenza viruses this year (thatôs what ñquadrivalentò 
means) because these sneaky devils run in packs. Each of those shot elements have varying efficacy. But again, you take 
what help you can get, and shouldn't let the perfect be the enemy of the good. 

¶ We have designer vaccines with higher doses for older people, many times also now on immune-suppressant drugs for 
our chronic diseases like me, and who are harder to make immune, so we need double doses of the vaccine at a time. 
Childhood vaccines under age 2 are similarly specific to that age group. Get a flu shot now, if you havenôt already this 
fall or this month. This epidemic is going to go on until spring, April or even May, guaranteed. They all peak in late 
March with the maximal snow depth no matter the year. 

 
Second, recognize and know about the 3 ways people get sick with the flu and how to take care of them.  
¶ Super sick fast patients: these are usually young people over 4 but under 40, mostly teenagers and young adults with 
young families of their own, kids often bring it home from school, who havenôt seen as many winters as us oldies and 
thus have a narrower spectrum of past body experience with the shifting devils. They get sick one night with chills, 
sometimes but not always have a fever over 101, become prostrate within hours, always have cough, which may not 
produce sputum; their lungs ñwhite outò (fill with fluid) by xray, they often get confused, turn blue and will/can die 
within hours, often overnight. Get them to an emergency room ASAP, do not delay!! Rare but extremely dangerous, 
the ones you hear about on TV right here in Maine now. 

¶ Then there is another other group with delayed badness, especially in the young and old patients, who get the flu with 
fever over 101, productive cough, feel rotten all over, may have some vomiting, rarely diarrhea, who are having bad 
influenza that then allows a secondary bacterial pneumonia to grow in the lung mess the flu made. They start to get 
better after 3-5 days then relapse back with high fever, get sicker again, with more cough, more sputum, if they are 
strong enough to produce it, and can die in a few more days if not diagnosed and treated with bacterial antibiotics. 
They go to the ER as soon as that bounce back to bad happens 

¶ Finally for the rest of the population, with sore throat, fever chills the next day, feel lousy, try to work still, which 
exposes more friends and neighbors, then gradually improve over a week and get back in the saddle.  

 
Thirdly  there are effective medical interventions that work and help those in the 2nd and 3rd bullet groups. You can 
prepare for using them by asking your doctor or nurse to consider giving you a written prescription for oseltamivir 
(Tamiflu) 75 mg to have on hand to fill if you get sick,  taken twice a day for 14 days and started within the first 48 hours 
of classic symptoms of the real flu; many clinicians will want to test a throat swab before prescribing Tamiflu but when the 
epidemic gets bad, most will figure hoof beats mean horses and do it even over the phone if your case sounds good 
enough. Also, by taking Tamiflu when you have been exposed to someone living in your house with influenza, one pill a 
day for 7 days can decrease the likelihood you get it and certainly reduce the rate of complications. 
 
And finally, think of your family, friends and neighbors. Donôt work or visit with them if you can help it, when you are 
sick. Not 100% effective because you are spreading the virus a couple days before you get really sick, but still can help 
others. 
 
Thatôs all (yea right!)!  Get a flu shot now if you have not. Avoid people sick with the real flu if you can. Know the 3 
different patterns of illness when you or family get it. And be prepared to soften the blow with Tamiflu. 
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òOne of the good things about America, right up there with 

baseball and Jimi Hendrix, is the libraryéItõs the home for 

wordséThereõs restfulness, everything peacefuléItõs so gentle 

that I could sit and read the newspaperéThereõs Tom, a regular 

citizen, doing his civic duty, keeping current, a believer in the 

ways of the known world.ó   

~Baron Wormser, Tom OõVietnam 

 
Itõs February, that month when Cabin Fever can take hold and not let go.  Good thing we have a plan to 

break that up a bit!  On Saturday, February 10 th , from 10:30 till 2:00, bring your kids into the library and 

browse our small collection of used childrenõs books for sale, and stay to make some Valentine cards!  Kids 

can make cards for friends and family, or they can make some which we will donate to recipients of Meals on 

Wheels.  It will be a chance to spend some time together, and to create some cheer for others.  Please join 

us. 

 
On snowy or icy days, please remember to call us during our usual hours to see if we are open.  We are 

most often closed if the local schools are closed, or if we know parking will be a challenge.  Give us a call at 

293-2565 during these hours:  Monday 3-6, Wednesday 9-12 & 3-7, and Saturday 10-3.  If we donõt answer, 

donõt come! 

 
There are so many great websites out there, itõs hard to keep track.  We mentioned How Stuff Works a few 

years ago, and it is still worth a look.  A great one for people who are curious about how things are put 

together, or function, with plenty of examples and illustrations, in a wide range of subject areas.  You can 

access it here:  https://www.howstuffworks.com/  

 
Hereõs a good one for families who love cooking ð Spatulatta: Cooking for Kids, at http://spatulatta.com/.  It 

was created by a couple of women and their daughters, and it is all about learning to cook.  You can find 

recipes for meals, appetizers, salads, and desserts, and it is international in scope.  It might give you some fun 

winter kitchen activities to try together.  

 
Danõs Wild Wild Science Journal is all about òadvancing earth and space scienceó.  It is at: https://

blogs.agu.org/wildwildscience/   You will find lots of weather-related stuff, and you can search his blog posts 

by topic.   

 
One of our new childrenõs picture books is Bees: a Honeyed History, by W. Grajkowski.  It is a large format 

book with such beautiful and intricate illustrations, accompanied by all sorts of information, all creatively 

connected.  I love the large format books, there is so much to absorb from each and every page, and there is 

something about handling such a beautiful book.  In that format we also have Animalium by Jenny Broom, 

and Steve Jenkinsõ (a great writer of juvenile nonfiction) The Animal Book.   

  
I just finished a new addition to our fiction collection, by Baron Wormser, former Maine Poet Laureate.  It is 

his first work of fiction, entitled Tom OõVietnam.  The novella is a consideration of a Viet Nam vet who has 

been back home for a few years, and because of his experiences during the war, he has not yet settled into a 

place or a way of life that feels comfortable.  He is haunted by his experiences, and relies heavily on the one 

item he carries with him always ð his worn copy of King Lear ð to help him find his way.  Beautiful, stark 

prose, stream of consciousness.  Iõll get it back to the library as soon as possible!  What are you reading as 

the days begin to lengthen and the cold strengthens once again? 

https://www.howstuffworks.com/
http://spatulatta.com/
https://blogs.agu.org/wildwildscience/
https://blogs.agu.org/wildwildscience/
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Vienna Fire Department, Inc. meets every Thursday at 6:30PM 
but the following Thursdays are specifically designated as written: 

Business Meetings: 2nd Thursday of every month 
Training: 3rd Thursday of every month 

 
The Department is always looking for new members!  If you are 
interested in joining the Vienna Fire Department, come down to 

the station on any Thursday to learn more. 

Community News  

 

Vienna Fire Department, Inc.  
Kimball Pond Road, Vienna 

 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER  

 
Saturday, March 17, 2018 

4:30pm-6:30pm 

 
Adults $6.00 

Children 12 and under $4.00 

 

Menu Includes: 

Spaghetti with meat sauce or veggie marinara 

Salad and Homemade Bread 

Brownies and Ice Cream 
 

Some of the best food around! 
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Mt. Vernon-Vienna Giving Tree 

            
            This yearôs Giving Tree was extremely challenging. The tree was totally covered with 
261 wishes; so many that it was impossible to see the branches! These 261 tags were wishes 
for 30 families, 67 children and 30 ñCheerful Giftsò. With this large amount of anticipated 
packages, it became apparent that Santaôs Elves had outgrown the space at the Rescue 
station and were in need of a larger workshop! 

  
When approached with the possibility of using the Vienna Fire Station, Chief Brian Church 
didnôt hesitate to agree to our setting up shop there. Not only did we have a large, well lit, 
comfortable space with all kinds of room to work and spread out but Brian and Laura 
(Rescueôs beloved Chaplain) helped to set up tables and made sure we had everything we 
needed (including coffee!).  
  
Among the things that elves need are a secure space and access to that space whenever they 
needed to bring gifts as they came in. Chief Church made that happen. I think the firefighters 
were a little surprised to see their community room transformed into Santaôs workshop, but 
they were more than gracious and made themselves available for anything we needed. 

  
The Chief definitely was captured by the Christmas Spirit and was hoping he could be 
Santa!  Since the Giving Tree grants every wish requested, a suit was found for him! He did a 
fine job assisting Santa Rex as they greeted families that dayéno doubt to the delight of his 
granddaughter Margaret. 

  
Santa Chief and Mrs. Claus (aka Chaplain 1) drove away in their sleigh (Engine 82) 
bringing cheerful gifts and visits all throughout Vienna. A truly magical day! 
                                                      


