





sprayers on it. They'd spray it right on. They put on
enough to cover the road in good shape with that tar. We
used to have a section, not spray the whole width of the
road. We'd cover that with the sand and then we'd take the
other side. Used to be anywhere from six to seven men
spreading sand over this tar.

N & C What was the first road to get paved?

E.W. They called it, those days, third class maintenance.
We put tar on this North Road.

N & C When did you become Road Commissioner?

E.W. I went in Road Commissioner in '34.

N & C Was Carl Jacobs Road Commissioner from the time you
were 15 until you took over?

E.W. Carl, and then Ray Towle, he took over before I did.
And then I was elected in '34 and I had it for 22 years.

N &« C From '34 to '56. What were some of the biggest
changes during the time you were Road Commissioner?

E.W. We was getting, those days, 75 cents an hour; labor,
yourself and your horses you used on the road. We was
getting $6 a day for self and horses.

Then they went to work. They bought an FWD and I had
the FWD and the old cleat track. We broke out the lower end
of town with the cleat track. This end we used the FWD.
The FWD had the V plow and your two wings but your wing man,
those days, had to get out and wind it up, had a crank on it
to pick up your wings.

N & C Were there further improvements in your snow plowing
equipment?

E.W. I had a Walters truck. BAnd I had Louis Hibbard
plowing and Milton Hall plowing on these cross roads. 2And
take it on the main line if it comes a big storm, we used to
take the Walters truck, a heavy 7 1/2 ton Walters truck and
after we got it broke out the shoulders got up too high, we
used to take a wing to push them back. It was all
hydraulic. All you had to do was catch the lever in the
cab, you'd pick it up. Didn't have to get out of the cab.

N & C Were any new roads built during the time you were
Road Commissioner?

E.W. I started in on the Bean Road and I built the whole of
that road clear on to the Belgrade Road. And it was built
on the TRI specifications, 50 foot right of way, 18 foot
top, and a two foot shoulder. We put a base in then after
we had it done, we had our ditches on it. And we put the
tar to it, fast as we built them.
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N & C Who decided that the Bean Road needed to be built?
E.W. When, after the town meeting we got our money to start
in on the roads in the summertime, I used to go to the
Selectmen. We used to talk it over. I said, "Where abouts
do you want to put the TRI [Town Road Improvement, state
fundsl this year? Which amounted to around $5,000."

They'd look up at me, tell me "Ain't you the Road
Commissioner?"

"Yeah, supposed to be."

"Well, if you've got a certain place you want to put
g e

I says, "We've got to divide it up, give the lower end
of the town some and we've got to have some up here."

It was important to me to fix these roads where your
school buses go, your milk truck. Your farmers have to live
and they have to get the milk out.

N & C Were there other roads that you built?

E.W. I built practically all the roads down at the lower
end of town. All them cross roads down there.

N & C How long has there been a Road Committee?

E.W. As far as I'm concerned, we were just as well off
before we ever had a Road Committee. I always said and I
stick to it now, if we ain't got a Road Commissioner capable
of handling our roads, kick him out and put in somebody who
is capable of it. Because the way I look at it, everybody
wants to be boss. Everybody has different ideas. 1In fact,
they didn't used to bother me, tell me what I ought to do or
anything.

I had this job to do and I knew that was my job. And I
got out and I done my job.

Candidate for Road Commissioner

You asked why I would like to be Road Commissioner.

I believe the roads can be maintained more efficiently
and economically by using a grader rather than trying to do
them with a bulldozer.

The roads in the past have not been properly ditched or
crowned to shed water; this being the reason why the roads
are in such poor condition today.

If elected I do not plan to spend a lot of money on
these back roads, but do plan to get them ditched so they
will shed the water rather than having the water running
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down the wheel tracks on all the hills.

I do not plan to own a lot of equipment. I have a
bulldozer and have the use of a backhoe, which I can hire.
I plan to utilize the people and equipment in town to do
this work.

Milton Hall

A Selectman's Statement
by Deane Jones

I've been asked to write an article for this newspaper
advocating my campaign for re-election as a Selectman in
Mount Vernon. Well, I like the job and I'd like to be re-
elected and I'd like to endorse the re-election of Jack
Flanery and George Smith. I've enjoyed serving with them
and while we don't agree on every issue, both are
intelligent people and we often compromise on what we feel
is in the best interest of the Mt. Vernon taxpayers. A
Selectman's job is simply to carry out the wishes andg
mandates of town meeting and get the taxpayers the most
services for the fewest dollars. We started a newsletter
this year to keep people advised of town activities and the
year has brought only minor controversy. It's a shame that
Selectmen can't make everyone happy with every decision they
make, but unfortunately there are two or more sides to every
problem, and compromise isn't always possible. We feel we
have acted all year with the best interest of the taxpayers
and voters in mind, and if enough people agree with us we'll
continue to do so for another year.

To Grow Or Not To Grow, by Selectman George Smith

Mt. Vernon's largest taxpayers are either farmers or
developers. That should tell us something. Where fields
and farms once dominated the Mt. Vernon landscape, single
family houses have sprung up like wild flowers. And one
cannot hike anywhere in this area without coming upon cellar
holes, some "deep" in the woods, testiment to fields and
homesteads carved out of the forest, but now reclaimed.

Mt. Vernon is in transition, and if we have any idea of
what kind of community we want in the year 2,000, we better
act now, to steer things in the right direction.
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As a Selectman, I find our time generally taken up by
the routine business, from roads to the dump. There is
little time for planning the future. Perhaps the Planning
Board is a group to look to for guidance, bu: we only got
together with them once this year, and little has come of
our discussion. It's frustrating.

I expect most people would like Mt. Vernon to remain as
it is, with a decidedly rural character. If we wanted to
live cheek by jowl, we'd be living in Augqusta.

Growth is already putting pressure on many town
services, particularly roads, the dump and our educational
system. Our tax rate is rising. We need careful thought
and consideration of the path we are on. Is it the right
one? What can we do to maintain our rural character?

Well, there's a lot we can do. But these Selectmen
can't do it alone. We tried a community survey last year,
which got little response. Maybe we need a special
committee, which can take a look well down the road, without
getting bogged down in the day to day issues which dominate
our town's agenda.

A Commission for Mt. Vernon's Future? It does sound
rather pretentious, but it's a job which must be done, and
done now. After all, in fifteen years, I don't want to have
to move another 20 miles down the road, in search of what I
moved to Mt. Vernon for six years ago.

MT. VERNON RESCUE
by Pat Rawson

With the help of the Maine Bureau of Public Safety, Mt.
Vernon Rescue has been able to expand our existing car seat
loan program to include six Astroseat Toddler Seats. These
are designed to accommodate children who weigh between 17
and 42 1lbs. and whose height is 42 inches or 1less.

In light of the new child restraint law requiring any
child under four years be restrained, we hope that there are
many of you whowill take advantage of this program.

These seats are available to anyone in Mt. Vernon and
surrounding towns regardless of individual income. Rather
than the typical deposit and monthly fees that are charged
by most other agencies, we are requesting a small $5.00 fee
for the use of these seats. This amount covers the entire
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rental period.

If anyone is interested in borrowing one of these
toddler seats or one of our infant seats, please contact Pat
Rawson at 293-2597.

THE CHRISTMAS CONTROVERSY: A Teacher's Viewpoint
by David Solmitz

"Use your judgement, but if I receive calls from
parents again this year, we may have to eliminate all
celebrations" wrote Charlene Popham, Superintendent of
School Union #42, to her school principals regarding annual
school Christmas celebrations particularly in reference to
that held at Maranacook Community School.

Charlene is not an ogre. She is a school administrator
just like so many throughout our state and across the
nation, She simply reflects the views of the school board
by whom she is employed and to whom she is ultimately
responsible. She is, however, discharging her duty as an
educator by believing that she must respond to the will of
the people. Who is the general public? What is that
"will?" 1Is everybody in a community expected to hold the
same views? By submitting to the criticism of an individual
or to that of a particularly vocal group regarding a school
program, she is trying to avoid controversy. By threatening
to cancel the event, pushing the issue under the carpet, it
can smoulder and in time ignite into a major dispute. Had
she defended the celebration as a tradition as o0ld as
Maranacook Community School itself, that it is not a
religious celebration by any stretch of the imagination but
a secular festival just prior to the school vacation as the
year draws to finality, merely an expression of shared
friendship between faculty and students, she actually would
be supporting her principals and teachers. By so doing she
would be fostering an environment that is solid enough to
allow for the sharing and discussion of ideas. As a leader
of the educational community the superintendent has the
responsibility to help both young and old seek answers to
their questions and concerns through dialogue, to raise new
questions that will foster understanding and human growth.
It is a sad commentary when any person, particularly an
educator, submits to one who is blinded by narrowness. In
this way she leant support to the worst elements in our
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society: those which breed prejudice, abuse, and
intolerance. 1In the future I hope to see Charlene, the
board of directors, other administrators, and fellow
teachers stand up for the principles on which our democracy
was founded: justice for all.

The Principal's View
by J. Lucarelli

I appreciate this opportunity to explain the events
leading up to our Holiday Assembly at Maranacook Community
School. Early in December, Maranacook's Management Team
discussed plans for December 2lst, the day before vacation.
They said that typically this has not been a productive
school day. The morning has been spent with parties in many
classes and the whole afternoon has been devoted to an
assembly which has had inadequate planning more often than
not. There have been as many as fifteen disciplinary
hearings from student behavior on the day before vacation.
Given this background, and given my charge from the
community to raise academic expectations of students, I
agreed that activities on December 21st needed to be
limited. We decided to shorten each class period and
allocate 45 minutes at the end of the day for parties in
advisor groups. We agreed to request that teachers not hold
parties during classes. Pat Stanton, our Latin teacher, was
organizing fund-raising for Ethiopian relief, and some
advisor groups were planning to focus their advisor time on
this. We did not anticipate strong reaction to eliminating
the afternoon assembly since no students or staff members
had shown any interest in planning the assembly,

Shortly after this management team meeting, I received
a memo from Superintendent Popham directing all Union
principals to be sensitive to the needs of minority
religions in planning activities for the week before
vacation. We are all aware of the laws and court cases
pertaining to public schools and religion. Ms. Popham asked
us to use our good judgment and assured us that she would
keep us informed on any concerns expressed to her.

I shared both the Management Team's decision and the
Superintendent's request with staff, who passed it on to
students. What became apparent very quickly was that the
assembly was extremely important to a small group of
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students. On Monday, December 17th, several petitions were
circulated requesting a Christmas assembly. About one third
of the students signed the petitions. Stan Cowan and I each
met with a few concerned students and told them that the
Management Team would reconsider the assembly if they had a
plan for a.well-organized program ready for the team meeting
at 3:00 that afternoon. The Management Team agreed to the
proposal developed by two seniors for a holiday assembly,
cutting an additional 15 minutes out of class time to allow
one half hour with advisor groups and one half hour for the
assembly. The seniors decided to focus the assembly on the
fundraising efforts for Ethiopia with a live tree called
"The Giving Tree." The assembly, and the fundraising effort
were both highly successful. No discipline reports were
filed. The assembly was well organized and enjoyable. And
over $1,000 was raised for relief in Ethiopia.

The controversy surrounding the holiday assembly seems
to have focused on the memo from Superintendent Popham.
Separation of church and State was the issue that brought
the first European immigrants to New England, and it has
been a highly charged issue ever since. We do not have the
perfect solution to this issue in CSD10: if there was a
solution that would satisfy all parties, someone would have
come upon it in one of the numerous communities where the
concern has been raised in the past several decades. The
decision to cancel the assembly, which started the
controversy was made prior to Ms. Popham's memo, and was
made for instructional management reasons.

I would like to close with a request of the residents
of Mt. Vernon. If you have a concern or a question about
something you have heard about Maranacook, please call me
about it. I may not be able to resolve matters in the way
you would 1like, but I would sincerely appreciate the
opportunity to attempt to do so. Thank you.

CHRISTMAS PAST by Pat Jones

Christmas 1984 arrived with a new proclamation from
some of our local school administrators. The celebration of
Christmas in local schools should be eliminated or
minimized. Indeed, it seemed that Scrooge himself had
arrived among us in the form of school administrators and
some teachers. Each spouting such remarks as: "Separation
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of Church & Statel", "Protecting minorities rights!", and
"Carrying out the 5th Amendment!".

A complaint was made by a local family that too much
time was spent on Christmas celebrations in school the week
before the holiday vacation. In reaction to this, school
administration decided to rush to the rescue and protect
this family and others like them by issuing this edict.
Some schools chose to ignore this information and continued
with their original plans. Other school personnel, like
dutiful soldiers, upheld the new request and proceeded to
eradicate Christmas celebrations. Some conscientious school
staff even insisted that a poster in school which advertised
a Christmas Dance had to be remade or changed to say Holiday
Dance. One wonders if the complaining family really
intended for change to be carried out to this extent.

The celebration of Christmas in our public schools
could understandably be an annoyance to non-Christian
families. We should sympathize with them.

The tradition of Christmas celebrations in local
schools runs deep. Grandmothers have reminisced about
Christmas pagents of long ago where they would yearly attend
to sing carols with their children and neighbors. Sometimes
this was the only time that community members get together.
Many parents still look forward to sharing these school
celebrations with their children.

The issue of Christmas celebrations in schools is a
sensitive one. Sending edicts to our schools to eliminate
these activities is not an effective way to deal with this
problem. Let's try to understand each others needs and find
a solution that is workable and agreeable to both sides. An
Issues and Answers night at Maranacook School might be a
good forum to work on this problem.

To eliminate Christmas in our school would be a loss
and to continue to ignore minority rights isn't fair.
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